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GCAA THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE EXAMINATIONS 

REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
 

PURPOSE 
 

To provide guidance to all applicants seeking to sit for a GCAA Examination  

 
 

       1. Responsibility 

 

1.1 It is the responsibility of the ATO/Operators/Applicants to submit Exam Request and ensure that the 

applicant meets all the requirements of FCL  & all information, attachments are true & correct. 

 

1.2 Applicants shall take the entire set of examinations for  a specific licence or rating under the responsibility 

of the General Civil Aviation Authority 

 

1.3 Applicants shall only take the examination when recommended by the approved training organisation 

(ATO) responsible for their training, once they have compl eted the appropriate elements of the training 

course of theoretical knowledge instruction to a satisfactory standard. 

 

1.4 The recommendation by an ATO shall be valid for 12 months. If  the applicant has failed to attempt at 

least one theoretical knowledge examination paper within this period of  

             validity, the need for further training shall be determined by the ATO, based on the needs of the applicant   

 

1.5 An applicant has successfully completed the required theoretical knowledge examination f or the 

appropriate pilot licence or rating when he/she has passed all the required  

examination papers within a period of 18 months counted from the end of the calendar month when the 

applicant first attempted an examination.  

 

2. Reference 
 

2.1 FCL.025 Theoretical knowledge examinations for the issue of licences 

The meaning of the following terms used in FCL.025 should be a follows:  
(a) ‘Entire set of examinations’: an examination in all subjects required by the licence level. 
(b) ‘Examination’: the demonstration of knowledge in one or more examination papers.  
(c) ‘Examination paper’: a set of questions to be answered by a candidate for examination. 
(d) ‘Attempt’: a try to pass a specific paper. 
(e) ‘Sitting’: a period of time established by the competent authority within which a candidate can take an 

examination. This period should not exceed 10 consecutive days. Only one attempt at each examination paper 
is allowed in one sitting. 

2.2 AMC1 FCL.025 Theoretical knowledge examinations for the issue of licences  

2.3 AMC2 FCL.025 Theoretical knowledge examinations for the issue of licences  
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2.4 AMC1 FCL.035 Crediting of flight time and theoretical knowledge 

2.5 FCL Appendix 1 – Crediting of theoretical knowledge 

2.6 FCL Appendix 11 – Conversion of foreign licences 

 

3. Prerequisite 
 

3.1 FCL.510.A ATPL (A) - Prerequisites, experience and crediting  

      (a) Prerequisites. Applicants for an ATPL (A) shall hold:  

      (1) an MPL; or  

      (2) a CPL(A) and a multi -engine IR for aeroplanes. In this case, the applicant shall also have  

            received instruction in MCC.  
 

3.2 An applicant for an ATPL holding an ATPL in another category of aircraft shall have received  

      theoretical knowledge bridge instruction at a GCAA approved ATO on course according to  

      the differences identified between the ATPL syllabi for different aircraft categories.   

 

       3.3 The applicant shall pass theoretical knowledge examinations as defined in this regulation for  

      the following subjects in the appropriate aircraft category:  

a)  021 — Aircraft General Knowledge: Airframe and Systems, Electrics, Power -plant, Emergency 

Equipment,  

b)  022 — Aircraft General Knowledge: Instrumentation,  

c) 032 — Performance,  

d) 070 — Operational Procedures, and  

e)   080 — Principles of Flight.  

 

       3.4 An applicant for an ATPL (A) having passed the relevant theoretical examination for a   

     CPL (A) is credited towards the theoretical knowledge requirements in subject VFR  

     Communications.  

 

       3.5 An applicant for an ATPL (H), having passed the relevant theoretical examinations for  

     a CPL (H) is credited towards the theoretical knowledge requirements in the following 

     subjects:  

            (1) Air Law,  

            (2) Principles of Flight (Helicopter),  

            (3) VFR Communications.  

 
      

  3.6 An applicant for an ATPL (A) having passed the relevant theoretical examination for an  

      IR (A) is credited towards the theoretical knowledge requirements in subject IFR 

      Communications.  

 

       3.7 An applicant for an ATPL (H) with an IR (H), having passed the relevant theoretical  

      examinations for a CPL (H) is credited towards the theoretical knowledge requirements in  

      the following subjects:  

               (1) Principles of Flight (Helicopter),  

               (2) VFR Communications.  
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4.  ATPL modular course — Aeroplanes   
 

4.1 Applicants for an ATPL (A) who complete their theoretical knowledge instruction at  

      a modular course shall:  

(a) hold  at least a PPL(A) issued in accordance with Annex 1 to the Chicago Convention;  

     and complete at least the following hours of theoretical knowledge instruction:  

(1) for applicants holding a PPL(A): 650 hours;  

(2) for applicants holding a CPL(A): 400  hours;  

(3) for applicants holding an IR(A): 500 hours;  

(4) for applicants holding a CPL(A) and an IR(A): 250 hours.  

 

 

5. Licenses Conversion for CAR-FCL ATPL 

 
5.1 The  holder of a current and valid ATPL licence shall comply with the following minimum  

        requirements, for the relevant aircraft category:  

 
a) pass all CAR-FCL theoretical knowledge examinations at ATPL level.  

b)  ICAO contracting State Licence holders, in possession of a current and valid ATPL (A) with a minimum 

of 1,500 hours multi-crew flying experience on aircraft requiring two -crew, will only be required to take 

examinations in Air Law and Operational Procedures.  

c)  ICAO contracting State Licence holders, in possession of a current and valid ATPL (H) with a minimum 

of 1,000 hours multi-crew flying experience on aircraft requiring  

 

 

two -crew, or 1,000 hours on aircraft requiring a single crewmember, will only be required to tak e 

examinations in Air Law and Operational Procedures.  

d)  In the case of professional flight instructors for single-pilot aircraft, licence holders who hav e  completed 

1,000 hours of flight instruction will only be required to take examinations in Air Law and Operational 

Procedures. ATPL (H) holders, without an IR rating will be required to take all CAR -FCL theoretical 

knowledg e examinations at an IR level.  

 

6. Examination.  
6.1 An Intergraded ATPL (A) theoretical knowledge course shall comprise at least 750 hours of        

      instruction shall demonstrate a level of knowledge appropriate to the privileges  granted in  

      the following subjects:  

 
    (1)  Air Law,  

    (2)  Aircraft General Knowledge - Airframe/Systems/Power plant,  

    (3)  Aircraft General Knowledge - Instrumentation,  

   (4)  Mass and Balance,  

     (5)  Performance,  

     (6)  Flight Planning and Monitoring,  

     (7)  Human Performance,  

     (8)  Meteorology,  

     (9)  General Navigation,  

     (10)  Radio Navigation,  

     (11)  Operational Procedures,  

     (12)  Principles of Flight,  

     (13)  VFR Communications,  
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     (14)  IFR Communications. 

 

7. Passing standards 
 

7.1 A pass in an examination paper will be awarded to an applicant achieving at least 75 %  

      of the marks allocated to that paper. There is no penalty marking. 

 

7.2 Unless otherwise determined in this regulation, an applicant has successfully completed the 

       required theoretical knowledge examination for the appropriate pilot licence or rating 

       when he/she has passed all the required examination papers within a period of 18 months 

       counted from the end of the calendar month when the applicant first attempted an 

       examination. 

 

7.3 Before re-taking the examinations, the applicant shall undertake further training at  

      an ATO. The extent and scope of the training needed shall be determined by the training 

      organisation, based on the needs of the applicant. 

 

8. Written Examination Validity Period 
 

 

8.1 The successful completion of the theoretical knowledge examinations will be valid:  

 

a)  for the issue of a light aircraft pilot licence, a private pilot licence, a sailplane pilot    licence or a balloon 

pilot licence, for a period of 24 months; 

b) for the issue of a commercial pilot licence or instrument rating (IR), for a period of 36 months; 

c) the periods in (a) and (b ) shall be counted from the day when the pilot successfully completes the theoretical 

knowledge examination, in accordan ce with 7.2  

d)  The completion of the airline transport pilot licence (ATPL) theoretical knowledge examinations wi ll 

remain valid for the issue of an ATPL for a period of 7 years from the last validity date of:  

e) An IR entered in the licence; or 

f) In the case of helicopters, a helicopter’s type rating entered in that licence. 

 

 

8.2 The successful completion of the theoretical knowledge examinations, under the  provisions of  

       a Mastery of Competency scheme in an MPL program approved by  the GCAA will remain valid   

       for credit towards the issuance of an ATPL for a  period of 7 years from the last validity date of  

       a MPA-IR entered in the licence 

 

 

9. Failure 
 

9.1 Applicants who fail the written examination may re-sit the examination after 10 consecutive 

      days. 

 

9.2 If an applicant has failed to pass one of the examination papers within 4 attempts, or has failed to  

      pass all papers within either 6 sittings or the period mentioned in paragraph (2), he/she shall  

      re-take the complete set of examination papers.  
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10. Cheating 
 
10.1 If an applicant appears to be cheating, the Administrator must immediately discontinue the test  

and escort the applicant from the area to avoid disturbing others who may be taking tests. The Administrator must collect the 

applicant’s authorization, all test materials, including exhibit book(s), and advise the applicant that further testing may 

continue only after the GCAA completes an investigation.  

 

10.2 The administrator must keep any evidence related to the cheating incident in a secured area  

 

       10.3 A candidate found to be cheating will not be permitted to re -sit any exam for a minimum  

               of one year.  


