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CPL LICENCE (A/H)  

 
 

1)  Privileges  
(CAR-FCL.305)  

 
The privileges of the holder of a CPL(A/H) are, within the appropriate aircraft category, to:  
 
a) exercise all the privileges of the holder of an a PPL (A/H);  
b)  act as PIC or co-pilot of any aircraft engaged in operations other than commercial air 

transport;  
c) act as PIC in commercial air transport of any single-pilot aircraft subject to the restrictions 

specified in FCL.060; 
d) act as co-pilot in commercial air transport subject to the restrictions specified in FCL.060. 

 
2)  Minimum age for a licence  

 
The minimum age to get a CPL is 18.  
 

3)  T raining course requirements  (TCR)  
 
The applicant must successfully complete theoretical exams and flight instruction at a GCAA 
approved training organization (ATO). 

 
Applicants for CPL must follow a training course delivered by a GCA approved ATO on the  
following subjects: 
 
 Air law 
 Aircraft general knowledge — airframe/systems/powerplant  
 Aircraft general knowledge — instrumentation 
 Mass and balance 
 Performance  
 Flight planning and monitoring 
 Human performance  
 Meteorology  
 General navigation 
 Radio navigation 
 Operational procedures  
 Principles of flight 
 Visual flight rules (VFR) communications 
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Note: Training course may be followed in modular or integrated course. The course contents 
are the same for both cases but the difference is the eligibility. To be eligible for a modular 
course, an applicant shall be at least a CPL(A/H) holder. 
 
(a) Minimum requirements for CPL(A/H) integrated course 

(CAR-FCL Appendix 3 paragraph D for aeroplanes/paragraph J  for helicopters) 
 

(i) An applicant may be admitted to training either as an ab-initio entrant, or as a holder of 
a PPL(A/H).  

(ii) An applicant wishing to undertake a CPL(A/H) integrated course shall complete all the 
instructional stages in one continuous course of training as arranged by a GCAA 
approved ATO.  

(iii) A CPL(A) theoretical knowledge course shall comprise at least 350 hours of instruction. 
 
For helicopters an approved CPL(H) theoretical knowledge course shall c omprise at least 
350 hours of instruction or 200 hours if the applicant is the holder of a PPL(H) . 
 

(b)  Minimum requirements for CPL(A/H) modular course  
(CAR-FCL Appendix 3 paragraph E for aeroplanes/paragraph K for helicopters)  

 
(i) Before commencing a CPL(A/H) modular course an applicant shall be the holder o f a 

PPL(A/H) . 
(ii) An applicant wishing to undertake a modular CPL(A/H) course shall complete all the 

flight instructional stages in one continuous course of training as arranged by a GCAA 
approved ATO. The theoretical knowledge instruction may be given only at  a GCAA 
approved ATO.  

(iii) An approved CPL(A/H) theoretical knowledge course shall comprise at least 250 hours of 
instruction.  

 
(c) Minimum requirements for CPL/IR(A/H) integrated course  

 
(i) An applicant wishing to undertake a CPL /IR(A/H)  integrated course shall complete all the 

instructional stages in one continuous course of training as arranged by a GCAA 
approved ATO.  

(ii) An applicant may be admitted to training either as an ab-initio entrant, or as a holder of 
a PPL(A/H).  

(iii) A CPL(A)/IR theoretical knowledge course sha ll comprise at least 500 hours of 
instruction. 
 
(CAR-FCL Appendix 3 paragraph C for aeroplanes/paragraph J for helicopters)  

 
4)  T heoretical knowledge examinations  (TKE)  

 
(a) Objective 

 
The objective of the TKE is to evaluate the knowledge of the applicant on the subjects 
required for the CPL training course (see TCR). 
The  applicant will need to demonstrate that he has an appropriate level of theoretical 
knowledge by passing exams in those subject areas: (CAR-FCL 310) 
 

(b)  Crediting of theoretical knowledge  
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(i) CPL applicants who passed the theoretical ATPL knowledge are credited the CPL 

Theoretical knowledge . (CAR-FCL 035) 
(ii) UAE Qualified Military Pilots (QMP) are credited. 
 

(c) Recommendation  
 
An applicant shall get a recommendation from a GCAA approved ATO  prior sitting any 
e xamination. The recommendation is valid for 12 months.  
 

(d) Passing Standards 
 

(i) The minimum passing marks is 75%. 
(ii) All papers shall be passed within 18 months. 
(iii) In the event of 4 failures in one paper or 6 sitting in all papers, a complete set of 

examination shall be retaken after. (CAR -FCL 025) 
 

(e)  Validity of the theoretical knowledge  
 

The validity of the theoretical knowledge is 36 months (CAR -FCL 025) 
 

 


